Dear  
Please do not allow Florida to repeal the PDMP!

I am very disappointed with the new Florida Governor’s decision to repeal the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP), after an overwhelming vote in 2009 by the Legislature to approve it.  

This is a vital electronic database that will save many lives, close pill mills, and reduce "doctor shopping" by letting doctors and pharmacists check on whether a patient has received excessive prescriptions of narcotic drugs from multiple sources. The PDMP will improve patient quality of care by allowing practitioners to see all of the prescription history data of their patients and will assist the practitioner in making complex prescribing decisions for those with multiple medications. Moreover, this will help prevent the possible addiction of patients caused by doctor shopping their own practitioners and other unethical/illegal dispensing practitioners.  

From 2006 to 2009, the number of overdose deaths from the narcotic oxycodone -- which is commonly doled out in pill mills -- more than doubled statewide, to 1,185 deaths in 2009, according to media reports. According to the Florida Medical Examiners report, Seven Floridians die every day from prescription drug overdoses and seven more from prescription drug related deaths for a total average of fourteen deaths each day. These deaths have doubled since 2003 (1,234 to 2,488); the deaths are five times more than all illegal drugs combined and almost equal to the number of traffic fatalities in 2009.  

Long supported by legislators, law enforcement officials and anti-drug advocates like us, the PDMP is a tool that 42 other states use to track the illegal distribution of narcotic drugs from pain clinics. Law Enforcement will be able to reduce their investigation time and increase efficiency as their workload intensifies due to drug fueled robberies, fraud and murders.
Florida legislators agreed to create the database two years ago, but it has been stalled due to a bidding dispute among potential contractors.

Because Florida lacks a PDMP, it's become the mecca for black-market pill dispensing -- where addicts and drug dealers amass large quantities of drugs from rogue pain clinics. Florida is now known as a “source state” and has many drug tourists from out-of-state, fueling drug problems of crime and addiction in other states. 
The economic costs of adverse events caused by drug use are estimated to be $22,867,843,781. This means that $2,610,484 is spent every hour consequent to drug use. This translates into a little over $43,000 spent every minute due to drug use. 

Approximately 3% of Florida’s Gross Domestic Product is spent on adverse events caused by drug use. 

The total costs translate to approximately $1400 per persons over the age of 12 every year. 
For the safety and the financial stability of our State, I urge you to support the PDMP. 

Respectfully, 

